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CONSERVATION BOARD MINUTES 

Tuesday, June 01, 2021, 7:00 PM 

James Almstead, presiding 

Debbie Drawe, Town Board Liaison 

______________________________ 

 

I. Call to Order 

a. Members Present: Jim Almstead, Jeff Bartocci, Burt Gorton, Daniel Moore, Noel Schlageter, Paul 

Sugnet, Debbie Drawe-Town Board Liaison, Aileen Reis-Trails Committee Liaison 

b. Members Absent: Rosanne Cohen, Pat Schichler, 

c. Staff Present:  Brad Kommeth-Junior Planner 

II. Approval of Minutes 

a. The board approved the minutes for the April 06, 2021 meeting  

III. Communications 

a. No mail has been received since the previous meeting. 

IV. Public Participation 

V. Board Discussion 

a. 2745 Penfield Road 

i. Brad introduced the project as a proposed single family residential home on an existing 

36+/- acre lot in East Penfield. It will be an administrative application before the Planning 

Department. The applicant has stated they are likely to pursue further subdivision in the 

future. 

ii. Jim inquired about the amount of frontage on Penfield Road, how many additional lots the 

applicant would be proposing, and how they would provide access to Penfield Road. 

iii. Brad answered there is about 500 feet of frontage, that he was unaware how many lots 

they would apply for, and they would likely be looking to modify the existing shared 

driveway into a private road. 

iv. Jim stated that this is relatively minor project and that the Board should defer at this time. 

b. 1801 Fairport Nine Mile Point Road  -  New Plans 

i. Brad introduced the project as a mixed use development. It will be two mixed use 

apartment/commercial buildings with 136 residential units. One building will contain 

some office space and the other building will have a large daycare facility. There is a 

proposed commercial outparcel by Route 250. 

ii. Jim inquired about building heights. 

iii. Brad stated the front building will be 3 stories, the back building will be 4 stories. 

iv. Jim recalled that the Board previously took a quick look at this application, likely at the 

sketch plan phase. 

v. Brad replied that he believes it was the February meeting 

vi. Burt added that he remembers reviewing the application briefly. He stated that it appeared 

to be in keeping with the other mixed use developments and proposals in the area. 

vii. Jeff agreed and added that he remembers that the Board didn’t see a significant concern 

because they were not proposing disturb the tree line along the west property line. 

viii. Jim asked when this project will be going before the Planning Board. 

ix. Brad stated it will be before the Planning Board at its July hearing. 
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x. Jim asked if they had already done a report. 

xi. Brad stated they had not, that when they reviewed it at the February meeting they decided 

to wait until it was a preliminary/final application. 

c. 1357 Jackson Road  -  Preliminary Final 

i. Jim asked for clarification that this is located on the northwest corner of Plank and 

Jackson across from the turkey farm. 

ii. Brad answered in the affirmative. 

iii. Jim asked how many unit they were proposing. 

iv. Brad stated four. 

v. Jim asked if the Board had previously issued a report. 

vi. Brad stated that it was reviewed at the sketch plan phase and the Board chose to wait until 

it was submitted as a preliminary/final application. Brad added that the Board did not 

have significant concerns as the lot was mostly scrub brush. 

vii. Jim asked when this is coming before the Planning Board. 

viii. Brad answered the June meeting. 

ix. Jim asked what concerns the PRC Committee had. 

x. Brad answered that PRC only had a few, mostly small items. He added that the project 

had been previously approved as a 6 lot subdivision a number of years ago. 

xi. Jim noted that to issue a report now would put them in a significant time crunch with the 

Planning Board hearing only being 10 days away. 

xii. Noel asked if there were any significant trees on the site. 

xiii. Brad answered he did not believe so. It's mostly scrub brush and small trees. 

d. Potential Board Reports 

i. Jim asked to see the project at 1801 Fairport Nine Mile Point Road again. He inquired 

about the amount of greenspace on the property. 

ii. Brad showed the Board the landscape plan and remarked that they are not encroaching on 

the tree line. He added that the applicant has proposed a significant replanting plan as part 

of the landscape plan and described the public and private open space areas. 

iii. Jim stated that upon initial review of the three applications that he does not believe any of 

the three application warrant a further review. 

iv. Noel asked how the four story buildings would fit in along Route 250. 

v. Brad stated that the properties on either side of Route 250 drop off from the road and that 

a building would look shorter from the road. 

vi. Jim stated that the Board should send a note to the Planning Board that the Conservation 

Board has no significant concerns with any of the three projects brought before the 

Conservation Board at tonight's meeting. 

e. Timber Harvesting Proposal  

i. Applicant will appear before the Town Project Review Committee on June 09, 2021 at 

10:00AM to discuss their proposal with Town Staff. 

ii. Brad invited the Conservation Board to attend the PRC meeting.  

iii. Jim stated that the Board's concern is that the project does not over harvest the forested 

areas. 

iv. Brad explained that this project would cover three properties. 

v. Jeff wanted clarification on what "tree harvesting" meant. Does it mean taking out trees 

for use in furniture, log homes, etc.? He stated it doesn't sound like thinning out, or 

selective cutting for conservation. 
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vi. Brad stated that he provided the initial documentation which states which properties are to 

going to have trees removed and how many trees will be removed. He stated that he 

believed the harvesting would occur for commercial purposes. 

vii. Brad added that there would be some conservation efforts as part of it such as removing 

some trees that may be a concern like Ash trees. 

viii. Burt asked who is proposing this action. 

ix. Brad stated that he was not aware of which owner or company would be the official 

applicant. 

x. Noel suggests that we review the proposed tree companies with the DEC as, based on his 

experience, they have extensive insights on good companies to use and which companies 

to avoid. 

xi. Burt asked about the permitting process. 

xii. Brad stated that he believes there are several different permits that would be required. 

xiii. Jim stated that on the documentation provided there is a reference to an "I" but that person 

is never identified in the documents. Jim would like staff this person to clarify who they 

are and what they are seeking. 

xiv. Burt noted that it sounds like the PRC discussion will likely fill in a lot of the holes in this 

initial documentation and that there will not be any permits granted out of that meeting. 

xv. Brad stated that this is a very early proposal and PRC will be offering advice, but there 

has been no application yet. 

xvi. Noel stated that they likely want to take out a wide variety of trees and they are usually 

marked before clearing and there could be issues if the wrong tree is logged. 

xvii. Brad stated that they do mention that they will be marking trees but that he is unaware if 

they have done so already or if they will be doing so at a later date. 

xviii. Jim stated that he is pleased that the Conservation Board was invited to attend PRC and 

that several members have stated they will be there. He added that he looks forward to 

further discussion on this topic after the PRC meeting. 

f. Environmental Management Council Updates 

i. Roseanne Cohen, the Conservation Board liaison to EMC was not in present. The Board 

will ask for updates at its next meeting. 

g. Proposal to change the time of the Conservation Board meeting to 7:30PM from 7:00PM and 

Board in-person attendance at meetings. 

i. Daniel has requested that the Board consider moving the meeting time from 7:00PM to 

7:30PM as he has a college course that conflicts during this time. 

ii. Jim asked what month he would ask that the Board begin meeting at this new time. 

iii. Daniel responded that the September meeting would be a good start as his class begins 

late-August. 

iv. Jim asked if 7:30PM would still work if the Board met in person and not over Zoom. 

v. Daniel responded in the affirmative. 

vi. Jim stated he asked because it is his hope that if the Board is comfortable, they begin 

meeting in-person for their meetings at Town Hall. 

vii. The Board members responded positively to this request. 

viii. Brad stated that he will check with Town Staff and PCTV to ensure that the new time will 

work. 

ix. Burt added that he believes this is something the Board should hold a formal vote on. He 

asked whether the Board should confirm with PCTV on their availability and vote at the 
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next meeting, or hold a vote tonight to confirm their support for the change and then 

confirm with PCTV on their availability. 

x. Jim stated that he agreed with the later position that the Board should hold a vote tonight 

to confirm their support for the change and then confirm with PCTV on their availability. 

xi. Burt made a motion to change the meeting time of the Conservation Board to 7:30PM 

beginning September 14, 2021 contingent on approval from Town Staff and PCTV. 

xii. Noel seconded. 

xiii. Hearing no objections, the motion is carried. 

h. Updates from the Town Board 

i. Jim asked Debbie if she had any updates on projects of interest to the Conservation Board 

ii. Debbie stated that the Town Board will be reviewing a proposal for Bergmann Associates 

who will be conducting structural assessments and design to provide the Town Board with 

specific recommendations and repairs necessary to bring the Clark House into code 

compliance. 

iii. Jim inquired on the RFP process regarding a future Clark House user. 

iv. Debbie stated that they are still open and that she believes Jim Costello has had some 

conversations with potential users. She added that the work Bergmann will be doing 

should help with that process. 

VI. Next Meeting: July 13, 2021 

VII. Adjournment 

a. The Meeting was adjourned at 7:50 PM 


